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CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 


State’s schools likely 


closed through spring 


Gov. Newsom warns parents and officials to prepare for a long slog 


By Jill Tucker 


It’s unlikely many of Califor- 
nia’s schools will reopen before 
the summer break, Gov. New- 
som said Tuesday, sending 
shock waves across the state 
and jarring parents who are 
just a few days into the wide- 
spread closure of classrooms. 


The hope has been that 
schools can open in three 
weeks, maybe four, after spring 
break and when the current 
shelter-in-place policy in six 
Bay Area counties is scheduled 
to end. Newsom said the state 
should start preparing for what 
would be a worst-case scenario. 
Closures through the end of the 


school year would hit disad- 
vantaged and struggling stu- 
dents particularly hard. 

“This is a very sober thing to 
say, and I can’t say this with 
certainty, but I can say this 
quite learnedly: Don’t antici- 
pate schools are going to open 
up ina week. Please don’t antic- 
ipate in a few weeks,” he said at 


an evening press conference. “I 
don’t want to mislead you. I 


unlikely that many of these 
schools — few, ifany — will 
open before the summer 
break.” 

If Newsom is right, it would 
mean a five-month break from 
a formal education for nearly 


would plan and assume that it’s 


six million students across the 
state. 

Nearly 99% of California 
students are now out of school, 
Newsom said, and he expects 
that a few small districts that 
remain open will likely soon 
close. Newsom also said he is 
seeking a federal waiver that 
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Alex Wolf passes a store boarded up with a supportive message on Haight Street, on the first day of the city’s shutdown. 


An air of disquieting calm 


Most residents heed stay-home order that brings silent anxiety 


By John King, Peter 


Hartlaub, Dominic Fracassa, 


J.K. Dineen and Lizzie 
Johnson 


A chain-link fence went up at 


San Francisco’s Pier 39. Knick- 
knack vendors disappeared 
froma trendy stretch of the 
Mission District, where streets 
were all but deserted. Grocery 
stores allowed only a few shop- 
pers in ata time. 

Outside, all seemed calm on 
the first day ofan unprecedent- 


ed shelter-in-place order for six 


Bay Area counties. Inside — 
behind closed doors — there 
was dread, uncertainty. People 


Jim Gensheimer / Special to The Chronicle 


Kaiser Permanente is doing drive-through coronavirus 
testing for its members at a site in Redwood City. 


hid in their homes and mer- 
chants wondered whether their 
businesses would collapse. 

The region’s virtual lock- 
down is the most severe yet in 
the United States, and itis to 
remain at least through April 7 
—astrategy to contain the 
coronavirus pandemic about 
which little is known and for 
which there is no vaccine. Even 
with increasingly stringent 
interventions, the number of 
positive cases in the Bay Area 
shot up from 299 on Monday to 
356 on Tuesday. Statewide, 12 
have died from the virus. 

Nationally, cases and the 
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Bay Area 
hospitals 
brace for 
wave of 
patients 


By Erin Allday, Trisha 
Thadani, Catherine Ho 
and Peter Fimrite 


Health care facilities in the 
region are trying to conserve 
masks and other equipment 
that are already in short supply 
as the new coronavirus 
spreads. They’ve canceled 
elective procedures and routine 
medical appointments. 

They’re using drive-through 
clinics to treat people with mild 
respiratory symptoms and 
keep them out of urgent-care 
centers and emergency rooms, 
so that if they do have the virus 
they don’t infect others. 

Bay Area hospitals are not 
yet seeing a surge in patients 
with fevers and coughs who 
could be infected with corona- 
virus, but they’re taking ac- 
tions now to prepare for what 
many anticipate is an inevitable 
swell. Even with a regional 
“shelter-in-place” order de- 
signed to slow spread of the 
disease, doctors, nurses and 
other frontline workers are 
fearful that they'll soon be 
overwhelmed with people 
seriously ill and in need of 
critical care. 

“The attempts at flattening 
the curve are very laudable. It’s 
correct to try to do that, other- 
wise we get this massive peak 
and overwhelm the hospital 
system,” said Dr. Hallam Gu- 
gelmann, an emergency physi- 
cian at the CPMC Mission 
Bernal campus in San Francis- 
co. “But I don’t know how well 
it will work. I think it’s prob- 
ably too late. I think there are 
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Get live updates 
and more online 


Virus Tracker — follow the cases 
across the state: sfchron 
icle.com/coronavirus-map 


Live updates: sfchronicle.com/ 
coronavirus-live-updates 


What residents need to know: 
sfchronicle.com/coronavirus- 
need-to-know 


Answers to your “shelter-in- 
place” FAQs: sfchronicle.com/ 
shutdown-faqs 


What’s open? sfchronicle.com/ 
shutdown-whatsopen 


Where can | get tested? sfchron 
icle.com/coronavirus-testing 


Getting around: sfchronicle. 
com/shutdown-transit 


Seeking financial help: sfchron 
icle.com/shutdown-finances 


What older people need to 
know: sfchronicle.com/shut- 
down-seniors 


Ask The Chronicle: sfchronicle. 
com/coronavirus-questions 


Twitter Q&A: Our reporters are 
covering the coronavirus pandem- 
ic and Bay Area #shelterinplace 
from every angle. Ask them your 
questions live Wednesday from 2 
to 5 p.m. Use #AskSFChronicle to 
join the conversation.Follow 
@sfchronicle for all of our posts. 


Inside 


>> Aid: President backs nearly $1 
trillion package, including send- 
ing checks to Americans. A5 
>» Biden adds 2 states: Joe 
Biden routs Bernie Sanders in 
Florida and Illinois, where prima- 
ries were held despite the CO- 
VID-19 pandemic. A4 


» Pandemic movies: Films like 
“Contagion” and “Outbreak” 
were scary when they were new, 
but they can be especially un- 
settling to watch during the real 
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On San Francisco 


sion with all things tech. 


each other as we hunker down. 


People are already getting sick and have al- 
ready lost their jobs. It’s a tragedy unfolding in 
front of us. 

But even a pandemic 
can’t rob the city of its be- 
loved trademarks: creativi- 
ty, innovation, good humor, 
compassion and an obses- 


Pd argue that a city in which FaceTime, Skype 
and Zoom have long been just regular verbs, in 
which whimsy is still greatly appreciated, and in 
which many of us genuinely want to help, we’re 
relatively well-suited to entertain and take care of 


A group of friends that usually meets every 
Friday for breakfast at the Pork Store Cafe in the 


‘Still I rise’: Creativity spawns 
resilience as life in city goes on 


San Francisco, like so much of the world, is 
scary right now. People are stressed out, exhaust- 
ed and anxious about how long these new shut- 
down orders to stem the spread of the coronavi- 


ea. 
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Eric Whittington, owner of Bird and Beckett 
bookstore in Glen Park, aided customers. 


Mission plans to connect on Zoom this Friday 
instead. They’ll scramble their own eggs and eat 
them — separately, but together. And then they 
plan to buy online gift cards for their beloved 
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